38th Parallel:
st
The 71 Anniversary
of the Korean War
On June 25, 1950 North Korea invaded the
Republic of South Korea, beginning the Korean
War, often referred to as “The Forgotten War.”
South Koreans refer to it as 6.2.5, (June 25th
when the conflict officially began), and North
Koreans call it “the Fatherland Liberation War.”

The world, at this time, was weary of war, poorly
prepared for another and hoped to avoid a long,
drawn-out conflict. Partly for this reason, Canada
and the other United Nations, did not officially
declare war, but intervened as part of the UN
initiative to restore peace.

To understand this major conflict, it is necessary
to look at the situation in the world just after
World War II. Japan’s surrender meant they were
ousted from Korea, a country they had occupied
since 1910. In their wake, the Soviet Union and the
United States jointly occupied the peninsula,
dividing their zones of control along the 38th
parallel. Unable to come to an agreement over
the reunification of Korea, they aided in the
foundation of North and South Korea
respectively.

The Korean war claimed between 2-3 million
civilian lives during its course To a large degree
these deaths were the result of exposure,
starvation, and other logistical failures rather
than direct military action. In all, South Korea
suffered 990,968 civilian casualties While
1,500,00 North Korean civilians were injured or
killed during the war.
26,791 Canadian military personnel were
deployed to Korea. Another 7,000 served after
the armistice was signed.

Major Figures
Syngman Rhee, in exile in the
United States since 1939, was
returned to Korea in 1948 and
became President that same
year. Authoritarian and heavily
reliant on U.S. Support, Rhee
would die, exiled to Honolulu,
following a popular uprising in
1960.

Kim Il Sung was the founder of
North Korea in 1948, and leader of
the Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea. He established himself in
North Korea after 26 years in exile
where he made many contacts
with
Russian
and
Chinese
communists.

Harry S. Truman, president of
the United States for much of
the
Korean
War.
His
unwillingness to embroil the
United States in a protracted
conflict close on the heals of
WWII was a major factor in the
outcome of the war.

Mao Tze Dong backed North Korea,
partly as a show of gratitude for
Korea’s Communists who fought in
the Chinese civil war 1945-1949.
He also feared that American
influence in Korea might grow to
threaten China if left unchecked.

Joseph Stalin, was the General
Secretary of the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union 1922-1952.
Under Stalin the Soviet Union
provided arms, military personnel,
and training to North Korea. The
Soviet Union did not officially enter
the war, fearing the consequences
of warfare with the United States.

Douglas MacArthur was the
supreme commander of UN
forces in Korea until April of
1951. MacArthur’s decision to
invade North Korea and the
susbsequent entry of China to
the war, would ultimately lead
to his dismissal.

Minor Figures
Dwight D. Eisenhower, was a
former United States Army
General
and
Supreme
Commander of Allied Forces
in Europe 1943 - 1945. He
replaced
Truman
as
President in 1953 and would
ultimately sign the armistice
to end the War.

Louis St, Laurent, Canadian
Prime Minister during the
Korean War, was responsible
for
making
Canada’s
contribution to the war the
third largest on the UN side,
behind the United States and
Britain.

Trygve Lie was the first
Secretary General of the
United Nations and held the
position from 1946 til 1952.
He resigned the position in
1952, partly due to pressure
from Russia.

Lester B. Pearson, Canadian
secretary of state for external
affairs during the Korean War.
In 1957 Pearson would be
recognized for his role in deescalating the Suez Crisis.
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*For brevity’s sake, only the
top six contributers to the
UN mission are listed here.
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90% of UN forces
were United
States Military.

Second Phase:
Chinese Offensive
and UN Retreat
China committed over
300,000 soldiers to
their November
offensive. Over three
times as many soldiers
as the United States had
expected to face.
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The United States would
drop 635,000 tons of
bombs on Korea over
the course of the war,
more than was dropped
in the entire Pacific
Theatre of WWII.

Following the expulsion of UN
forces from North Korea, Chinese
forces would fail to push into
South Korea to any meaningful
degree.
Pusan

With the United States unwilling
to commit to a larger war on the
Peninsula, the war would devolve
into a series of border skirmishes
and aerial warfare until the
cessation of hostilities in July
1953.
At war’s end the border remained
largely unchanged from its
original position along the 38th
Parallel.

