
Stanley Industrial
Alliance Stage
Shows in 2020-2021
Sense and Sensibility
Elf -The Musical
Network
The Legend of Georgia McBride
Elvis: A Rocking Jukebox Musical



Sense and
Sensibility
By Kate Hamill, adapted from the novel by Jane Austen
Directed by Rachel Peake
September 10 – October 11, 2020
Stanley Industrial Alliance Stage

Aplayful new adaptation of Jane Austen’s beloved novel follows the fortunes (and
misfortunes) of the Dashwood sisters—sensible Elinor and hypersensitive

Marianne—after their father’s sudden death leaves them financially destitute and
socially vulnerable. Set in gossipy late 18th-century England, with a fresh female voice,
the play is full of humor, emotional depth, and bold theatricality. Sense and Sensibility
examines our reactions, both reasonable and
ridiculous, to societal pressures. When
reputation is everything, how do you follow
your heart?

Kate Hamill (Playwright)
Originally from the farms and fields of
upstate New York, Kate is an award-winning
NYC based actor/playwright. She is deeply
passionate about creating new feminist,
female centred classics: stories that centre around complicated women. Her scripts
include adaptations of Dracula, Emma, Scarlett Letter, and Mansfield Park. Her plays
have been produced off-Broadway, at A.R.T., Oregon Shakespeare Festival, the Guthrie
Theatre, Seattle Rep, PlayMaker’s Rep, Hudson Valley Shakespeare Festival, Dallas
Theater Center, Folger Theatre & more.

Press
“A whirlwind of delicious gossip.”
-The New York Times

“Perhaps the greatest stage adaptation of this novel in history.”
-The Huffington Post

“Masters of Illusion are often called magicians. But what do we call those who make
invisible gems appear from nowhere out of nothing, who create life on the stage?”
-Bob Fisher Lost Nation Theatre
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Elf -The Musical
Music by Matthew Sklar, lyrics by Chad Beguelin, book by Bob Martin
and Thomas Meehan, adapted from the screenplay by David Berenbaum
Directed by Stephen Drover, Choreographed by Julie Tomaino, Musical
Direction by Ken Cormier
November 5, 2020 – January 3, 2021
Stanley Industrial Alliance Stage

E lf - The Musical is the hilarious tale of Buddy, a young orphan child who mistakenly
crawls into Santa’s bag of gifts and is transported back to the North Pole. Unaware

that he is actually human, Buddy’s enormous
size and poor toy-making abilities cause him
to face the truth. With Santa’s permission,
Buddy embarks on a journey to New York City
to find his birth father, discover his true
identity, and help New York remember the
true meaning of Christmas. This modern day
Christmas classic is sure to make everyone
embrace their inner Elf. The New York Times
says that Elf - The Musical is “splashy, peppy,
sugar-sprinkled holiday entertainment !” USA
Today calls Elf - The Musical, “Endearingly goofy” Variety proclaims, “Elf is happy enough
for families, savvy enough for city kids and plenty smart for adults!”

Matthew Sklar (Composer)
Matthew Sklar is a Tony, Emmy, Drama Desk, and Outer Critics Circle Award-nominated
composer. He was recently represented on Broadway with the critically-acclaimed
original musical comedy, The Prom, nominated for seven Tony Awards including Best
Musical and Best Original Score

Press
“The best way to spread Christmas cheer is to see ‘Elf - The Musical’ this year.”
-Milwaukee Magazine

“FABULOUS FESTIVE FUNWITH BUDDY THE ELF"
-Herald.ie

"The show is a bona fide treat."
-New York Post
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Network
By Lee Hall, adapted from the screenplay by Paddy Chayefsky
Directed by Daryl Cloran
January 21 – February 21, 2021
Co-produced with Citadel Theatre (Edmonton) and Royal Manitoba
Theatre Centre (Winnipeg)
Stanley Industrial Alliance Stage

H oward Beale, news anchorman, is a bit washed up. He's been at it for years and is
no longer pulling in the viewers. In his final broadcast he unravels live on screen

and unleashes the tirade that has been building for years.
But when the ratings soar, the network seizes on their
newfound populist prophet, and Howard becomes their
biggest thing on TV. Until it's no longer working for them.
Network depicts a dystopian media landscape where
opinion trumps fact and the audience witnesses how news
and narrative are spun into "entertainment".

Lee Hall (Playwright)
Lee Hall is a critically acclaimed English playwright,
television writer, screenwriter, and lyricist. His work
includes the screenplay and musical book for Billy Elliot,
which garnered him an Oscar nomination for Best Original
Screenplay and a Tony Award for Best New Book. Hall is a
former Writer-in-Residence at the Royal Shakespeare

Company in 1999/2000 under the Pearson Playwrights Scheme Award. Some of his best
known work includes The Pitmen Painters, the stage adaptation of Shakespeare in Love,
Our Ladies of Perpetual Succour and Spoonface Steinberg and other plays.

Press
"You'd be mad as hell to miss it!”
-New York Theatre Guide

"A total triumph"
-The Guardian

“(A) terrifying reminder of how an all-too-human, anger-filled public figure, with access
to a worldwide stage, can be mistaken for a god.”
-The New York Times
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The Legend of
Georgia McBride
by Matthew Lopez
Directed by Sherry J. Yoon
March 18 – April 18, 2021
Stanley Industrial Alliance Stage

C asey has the King’s moves down cold, but the bar isn’t doing so hot. Even so, he’s
all shook up when the club owner replaces his Elvis act with a drag show. With a

baby on the way, Casey hangs up the white jumpsuit and tends bar until a drag queen
on a bender leaves the staff high and dry. With big stilettos to fill, Casey reluctantly – and
hilariously – undergoes a transformation that will change his life. Soon the adoring
crowds are calling for Georgia McBride but his loved ones remain in the dark. Will Casey
lose everything before he discovers the man he wants to be? Showcasing dazzling
performances, killer outfits and epic drag show anthems, The Legend of Georgia McBride
proves that life is a drag – and isn’t it fabulous!

Matthew Lopez (Playwright)
Lopez is an American writer for stage and screen. Lopez's plays frequently examine
American class structures, race, sexual identity and their relationships with American
society at large. One of his best known plays The Whipping Man (2006) which earned
him an Obie award, a Lucille Lortel Award, a John Gassner New Play Award and the
WhatsOnStage Award. Lopez currently holds new play commissions from Roundabout
Theatre Company, Manhattan Theatre Club, Hartford Stage, and South Coast Rep.
Lopez was a staff writer on HBO’s The Newsroom and is currently adapting Javier
Marias’ trilogy Your Face Tomorrow for the screen.

Press
“Full of sass and good spirits”
-New York Times

“A delightful, gender bending farce.”
-The Guardian

“Sweet and salty and deceptively deep”
-Daily News
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ELVIS: The Musical
By Sean Cercone and David Abbinanti
Directed by Ashlie Corcoran
May 13 – July 4, 2021
In partnership with the Citadel Theatre
Stanley Industrial Alliance Theatre

H is singular name still evokes immediate recognition from people all over the world!
This official Elvis Presley bio-musical takes a closer look at the rock star and

cultural icon whose impact shaped the history of music and culture. This new musical
explores the pivotal moments in Elvis’s life through the perspectives of those who knew
him best. Using different lenses to dig deeper into fact vs. fiction, Elvis: The Musical
spans from his impoverished childhood in Tupelo, Mississippi to his triumphant 1968
“Comeback Special,” and his ascent to be “The King.” It features over 40 Elvis hits and
iconic songs including, “That’s All Right,” “Blue Moon of Kentucky,” “All Shook Up,”
“Heartbreak Hotel,” “Burning Love,” “Good Rockin’ Tonight,” “Earth Angel,” “Hound
Dog,” “Don’t Be Cruel,” “Jailhouse Rock,” “Are You Lonesome,” and “Blue Suede
Shoes”.

Sean Cercone
Cercone co-wrote the newest adaptation of Saturday Night Fever with collaborator David
Abbinanti which premiered in 2016. Cercone is a proud member of the Broadway
League and previously served as the Producing Artistic Director of The Carousel,
Executive Producer of Theatre Building Chicago, and founded the West Virginia
Shakespeare Festival. He has served on the board of the National Alliance of Musical
Theaters, Co-Chaired of the NAMT New Musical Theatre Festival and served as Board
President of the Cleveland Theatre Collective.

David Abbinanti
David Abbinanti is a national award-winning composer, songwriter and orchestrator.
His orchestration credits include Saturday Night Fever The Musical, Ghost The Musical,
Molly Shannon’s Tilly The Trickster, as well as additional arrangements and
orchestrations for Ring Of Fire-The Music of Johnny Cash. In addition to his work in
musical theatre, he recently was honoured with the Songwriters Guild of America’s
National Award for Best Pop Song for Back to Las Vegas.
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Granville Island
Stage
Shows in 2020-2021
The Cull
Scrooge in Rouge
Made in Italy
Cambodian Rock Band
A Closer Walk with Patsy Cline



The Cull
By Michele Riml & Michael St. John Smith
Directed by Mindy Parfitt
September 24 – October 25, 2020
Granville Island Stage

Emily and Lewis are celebrating their 25th wedding anniversary with their best
friends. While a forest fire rages out of control in the local mountains, the

conversation around the dinner table turns many corners: catching up on family events,
reminiscing about their teenage years, and debating about
what it means to be a "good person." But when an
unexpected gift turns the seemingly civil conversation
about the local wolf cull into a fierce personal argument, a
secret is revealed that threatens the stability of the “pack,"
turning this particular dinner party into a night of eat or be
eaten.

Michele Riml (Playwright)
Michele Riml is a critically acclaimed playwright from
Vancouver. Her plays include Under the Influence, Poster
Boys, RAGE (winner 2005 Sydney Risk Award), Souvenirs,
On the Edge, The Amaryllis, andMiss Teen. Sexy Laundry and
Henry and Alice: Into the Wild have become international
hits with ongoing productions worldwide. Her plays for

young audiences have been widely produced and include The Skinny Lie, The Invisible
Girl, and Tree Boy. She is currently working on a new musical, SALT, with British singer/
songwriter David Ford.

Michael St. John Smith (Playwright)
Michael St. John Smith is a writer, established film actor, and former advertising creative
director. He has written several commissioned screenplays and three stage plays
including the Jessie-nominated Slaying Dragons, and The Bridge for Pi Theatre and CBC
(with Michele Riml). Michael also created and facilitates “The Ring”, an interactive
screenwriting workshop for writers and actors. He graduated from Harvard University
with honors in English Literature.

Granville Island Stage
2020 2021



Scrooge in Rouge
Book & lyrics by Ricky Graham, original music by Jefferson Turner
Directed by Dean Paul Gibson
November 26 – January 3, 2021
Granville Island Stage

T he Royal Music Hall Twenty-Member Variety Players are beset with a widespread
case of food poisoning. This leaves only three surviving members to soldier on

through a performance of A Christmas Carol. The undaunted trio gamely face missed
cues, ill-fitting costumes, and solving the
problem of having no one to play Tiny Tim.
Done in the style of the British Music Hall,
Scrooge in Rouge abounds in bad puns, bawdy
malapropisms, naughty double-entendres,
and witty songs. A raucous holiday treat!

Ricky Graham (Playwright)
Ricky Graham has written other holiday plays
like The Pecan Cracker, for Southern Rep
Theatre in New Orleans. He’s written,

directed, and performed in Crescent City for WWNO, an affiliate of National Public
Radio. He is best known for his comedies like Gone With The Breaking Wind, and The
Money Box, based onMolière’s TheMiser, which premiered at the Department of Theatre
Arts at Loyola University, New Orleans.

Press
“The only tears attendees are likely to shed at Scrooge in Rouge are tears of laughter”
-Broadway World

“The bawdy, British music hall take on Ebenezer's ghostly story is straight-up bubbly
fun, instantly kicking you into higher spirits.”
-Oregon Live

“A show that sheds clothes and skewers illusions without ever losing its commitment
to sheer Christmas joy.”
-Millwuakee Journal Sentinel
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Made in Italy
By Farren Timoteo
Directed by Daryl Cloran
February 4 – March 7, 2021
Granville Island Stage

S alvatore Mantini, an Italian immigrant from Abruzzo, invites the audience to eat
with him in his traditional dining room in Jasper, Alberta. As he prepares the meal,

course-by course, Salvatore’s story unfolds. As does the story of Francesco Mantini, his
teenage son, struggling in the 1970’s to find his place in small-town Alberta. Fed up with
years of bullying, Francesco leaves his father behind to reinvent himself as the crooner

and ladies man, Frank Martin. However, even with an
entirely new identity, Francesco discovers just how
difficult it is to escape where he truly comes from.
Filled with great songs (Italian and disco), this is a
hilarious coming-of-age story about a kid with the
heart of Rocky Balboa and the moves - and hair - of
John Travolta.

Farren Timoteo (Playwright)
Farren Timoteo is an Edmonton-based playwright,
actor and director. Over the last fifteen years he has
performed in more than 30 productions in theatres
across Western Canada. He is the Artistic Director for
Alberta Opera Touring Association, where his award-
winning work as a writer and director is seen by more
than 70,000 students across Alberta every season. In

2016, Farren created and starred in Made in Italy. The play opened to great acclaim and
sold-out houses at Western Canada Theatre, and found success again later that same
season at the Citadel Theatre.

Press
"You will swoon for Made in Italy’s lavish serenade"
-Tourism Winnipeg

"It's Rocky meets Saturday Night Fever"
-Edmonton Journal

"This musical comedy is a story about life and is a must see for any theatregoer"
-The Omega
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Cambodian Rock Band
By Lauren Yee, featuring songs by Dengue Fever
Directed by Ashlie Corcoran
April 22 – May 23, 2021
Granville Island Stage

T his award-winning play—equal parts comedy, history, mystery and rock concert—
about the resilient bond of family and the enduring power of music thrusts us into

the life of a young woman trying to take down a Khmer Rouge war criminal thirty years
after her father fled Cambodia. Six actor/musicians make up the cast and perform a mix
of contemporary Dengue Fever hits and classic Cambodian oldies. Lauren Yee brings to
vivid life the Cambodian rock scene of the ‘60s and ‘70s, a movement cut short by the
Khmer Rouge’s brutal attempt to erase the music (and musicians) once and for all. A
story about survivors, the resilient bond of family and the enduring power of music.

Lauren Yee (Playwright)
Yee is an American playwright from San
Francisco currently in residence with
Signature Theatre (New York City) as part of
their Residency 5 program. Yee is the second
most produced playwright in America for the
2019/20 season, as per American Theatre
Magazine. The Great Leap and Cambodian
Rock Band also top the list of top 10 most
produced plays in the country. Yee is one of six
Doris Duke Artists for 2019 for outstanding
contribution to theatre. Cambodian Rock Band has received the LA Drama Critics Circle
Ted Schmitt Award and the Steinberg/ATCA Award for best new play.

Press
“A fierce, gorgeous, heartwarming, comedic fairy tale [...] Yee has made her characters
so joyfully and ridiculously human that it’s impossible not to identify with them.”
- The Los Angeles Times

"It’s a wonderful, strange, moving, tuneful (even toe-tapping) experience, one like no
other!"
-San Diego Gay and Lesbian News

“You're watching a breakout moment for a playwright”
-Chicago Tribune
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A Closer Walk with Patsy Cline
The Return of an Arts Club Classic!
by Dean Regan
Directed by Mike Payette
June 17 – August 1, 2021
Granville Island Stage

T his toe-tappin' musical features 21 of Patsy's greatest hits – classics like "Crazy,"
"Sweet Dreams," "Walkin' After Midnight," "I Fall to Pieces," and many more. The

first female solo artist ever inducted into the Country Music Hall of Fame, and the
winner of countless awards, Patsy Cline is undoubtedly one of the greatest singers of all

time. Her untimely death in a plane crash in 1963 cut short an
aspiring career and created an instant legend. On stage, she lives
again. "Come On In" and take a closer walk with a legendary
performer as her colourful life and career are celebrated in this
smash-hit musical.

Dean Regan (Playwright)
Dean Regan is a multi-talented artist whose credits include acting,
singing, composing, and producing, as well as writing, directing
and choreographing shows for major theatres across the
continent. A CloserWalk with Patsy Cline has been produced by over

150 theatre companies throughout North America (Regan had personally directed over
20 productions of the show). Other plays of his that have premiered at the Arts Club
include Red Rock Diner, Forever Swing, Black and Gold Revue, and Hotel Porter - all great
successes. Dean is a member of the BC Entertainers Hall of Fame.

Press
"The press can give no higher recommendation than to see this tribute to the music,
the life and the times of Patsy Cline. You will feel that you are actually there as
music history is made."
-The Polk County Press (Orlando, Florida)

"Gloriously entertaining. Patsy is 4-Star all the way"
-Globe and Mail

"This two hour evening is a foot-stomping, hand clapping, heartwarming delight for
die-hard fans and the curious and uninitiated alike"
-The Journal Gazette (Decatur, Georgia)

Granville Island Stage
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Newmont Stage
at the BMO
Theatre Centre
Shows in 2020-2021
Dance Nation
The Twelve Dates of Christmas
Teenage Dick



Dance Nation
By Clare Barron
Directed by Meg Roe
October 8 – October 25, 2020
Newmont Stage

S omewhere in America, an army of pre-teen competitive dancers plots to take over
the world. And if their new routine is good enough, they’ll claw their way to the top

at the Boogie Down Grand Prix in Tampa Bay. But in Clare Barron’s raucous pageant of
ambition and ferocity, these young dancers have more than choreography on their

minds, because every plié and jeté is a
step toward finding themselves, and a
fight to unleash their power. Dance
Nation is an exciting, vibrant, and daring
journey into the hearts of young girls -
and anyone who's ever had a dream.

Clare Barron (Playwright)
Clare Barron is a playwright and
performer from Wenatchee, Washington.
Her play Dance Nation received its world
premiere at Playwrights Horizons and its

UK premiere at the Almeida Theatre in London in 2018. It is the recipient of the Susan
Smith Blackburn Prize and The Relentless Award established in honour of Philip
Seymour Hoffman and was nominated for a Pulitzer Prize in 2019. Other plays include:
You Got Older; Steppenwolf which Barron developed as a member of Soho Rep’s
2013/2014 Writer/Director Lab.; I’ll Never Love Again (The Bushwick Starr); and Baby
Screams Miracle (Clubbed Thumb; Woolly Mammoth). She is the recipient of a Whiting
Award for Drama, the Paula Vogel Playwriting Award at The Vineyard, and the Page 73
Fellowship.

Press
"A blazingly original play [...] marvel at how close what you see cuts to the bone."
-The New York Times

“Razor-sharp...truly wild, delightfully vulgar”
-Chicago Sun Times

“A beautiful expression of feminine might and self-discovery.”
-Time Out Chicago

Newmont Stage at the
BMO Theatre Centre
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The Twelve Dates of Christmas
By Ginna Hoben
Directed by Barbara Tomasic
December 3, 2020 - January 3, 2021
Newmont Stage

A fter seeing her fiancé kiss another woman at the televised Thanksgiving Day Parade,
Mary's life falls apart -- just in time for the holidays. Over the next year, she stumbles

back into the dating world, where "romance" ranges from weird and creepy to absurd
and comical. It seems nothing can help Mary's growing cynicism, until the charm and
innocence of a five-year-old boy unexpectedly brings a new outlook on life and love. This

heartwarming one-woman play offers a hilarious
and modern alternative to the old standards of
the holiday season.

Ginna Hoben (Playwright)
Ginna Hoben is an actor/writer based in New
York. The Twelve Dates of Christmas is among her
four produced plays, including the solo show
Pierced!, the full-length play The Wind-Chill
Factor, and the ten-minute play Telephone. She

has performed in The 39 Steps; Proof; Almost; Maine; the world premiere of Richard
Dresser's What are You Afraid Of? and nineteen productions at The American
Shakespeare Center including Kate in The Taming of the Shrew, Guildenstern in
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead, and Mary in the World Premiere of The Twelve
Dates of Christmas.

Press
"If you prefer to have your Christmas message wrapped in a show with a punch more
like a vodka tonic than a sugary sweet candy cane, Twelve Dates is for you -- whether
you are dating or not."
-Culture Nuts

"The Twelve Dates of Christmas is a fun, flirty romp through the highs and lows of one
New York actress's quest for happy couple hood."
-Lexington Herald-Leader

"The play is hilarious. I don't believe I've ever laughed as much (or as audibly)..."
-Mid-Atlantic Traveler

Newmont Stage at the
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Teenage Dick
By Mike Lew
Directed by Ashlie Corcoran
February 18 – March 14, 2021
Newmont Stage

A brilliantly hilarious take on Richard III, Shakespeare’s classic tale of power lust,
Teenage Dick re-imagines the most famous disabled character of all time as a 16-

year-old outsider in the deepest winter of his discontent: his junior year at Roseland
High. Picked on because of his cerebral palsy (as well as his sometimes creepy
Shakespearean way of speaking), Richard is determined to have his revenge and make
his name by becoming president of the senior class. But as he manipulates and crushes

the obstacles to his electoral success,
Richard finds himself faced with a
decision he never expected would be his
to make: is it better to be loved or feared?

Mike Lew (Playwright)
Mike Lew’s plays include Teenage Dick,
Tiger Style!, Bike America, Microcrisis,
Moustache Guys, and the book to the
musical Bhangin’ It. He is a Dramatists
Guild Council member, and resident of

New Dramatists. Honors include: Lark Venturous and NYFA fellowships, the PEN
Emerging Playwright, Lanford Wilson, Helen Merrill, Heideman, and Kendeda awards.
He is former co-director of Ma-Yi Writers Lab, the largest collective of Asian-American
playwrights in the country.

Press
“A dazzling high-school Richard III”
-The Guardian

“Teenage Dick sinks a cunning, shining dagger into an author who’s buried in centuries
of history and glory.”
-The Time Out

“Something unlike nearly anything I’ve seen on a New York stage, and I’m already
hungry for more.”
-Exeunt NYC

Newmont Stage at the
BMO Theatre Centre
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Tour
Shows in 2020-2021
Every Brilliant Thing
The Cull
The Birds and the Bees



Tour

Every Brilliant Thing
By Duncan Macmillan with Jonny Donahoe
Directed by Ashlie Corcoran
September 30 – November 8, 2020
Tour

I ce cream. Water fights. The colour yellow. Rollercoasters. The smell of old books. As
a mother battles chronic depression, a child creates a list of everything that makes life

worth living. As time passes and the list grows, what began as a naive attempt to deal
with tragedy becomes an epic chronicle of life's small joys. Staged in an intimate setting

and engaging with the audience on a
meaningful level, this touching, funny and
intimate solo piece charts the lengths we will
go for those we love.

Duncan Macmillan (Playwright)
Duncan is a former Writer-in-Residence at
Paines Plough and Manchester Royal Ex-
change. Plays include the acclaimed adaptation

of George Orwell’s 1984, co- adapted/ co-directed with Robert Icke; Every Brilliant Thing;
2071 co-written with Chris Rapley; and Monster. He was the recipient of two awards in
the inaugural Bruntwood Playwriting Competition, 2006. Other awards include Best
New Play at the Off West End Awards 2013 for Lungs, the Big Ambition Award, Old Vic
2009; the Pearson Prize, 2008. His work with director Katie Mitchell has been selected
for Theatertreffen and the Avignon Festival.

Press
"Engaging and empathetic... one of the best plays of the year."
-NOW Magazine

“Every Brilliant Thing is brilliant… I was in tears on several other occasions.”
-The Globe and Mail

“Every Brilliant Thing is a life-affirming, wholesome and simple story of how existential
hope is achieved by focusing on the miracles of life’s minutiae.”
-The Toronto Star

“Every Brilliant Thing is a delight and a reminder to see the joy in our daily lives. Highly
recommended.”
-Mooney on Theatre



Tour

The Cull
By Michele Riml & Michael St. John Smith
Directed by Mindy Parfitt
September 24 – October 25, 2020
Granville Island Stage

Emily and Lewis are celebrating their 25th wedding anniversary with their best
friends. While a forest fire rages out of control in the local mountains, the

conversation around the dinner table turns many corners: catching up on family events,
reminiscing about their teenage years, and debating about what it means to be a "good
person." But when an unexpected gift turns the seemingly civil conversation about the
local wolf cull into a fierce personal argument, a secret is
revealed that threatens the stability of the “pack," turning
this particular dinner party into a night of eat or be eaten.

Why The Cull is going on tour
In creating new work at the Arts Club, our hope is that the
scripts will have a longer life beyond their original premiere
production. Sending a script, such as The Cull, on our own
local tour is the first step in this journey. Hopefully
subsequent tours, or new productions of the script at
theatre companies across Canada, will follow.

About Silver Commissions
Our greatest strength as a company has been, and
continues to be, our vivid local identity. We hire and
support local talent — onstage and off. Our commitment to fostering new works by
local playwrights can be seen through our highly respected Silver Commissions Project.
This incredibly valuable initiative provides funding for a playwright to complete a new
play with the goal of producing it on one of our stages. The program has become a
critical step in our creative process as we take these and many other new works from
script to stage. This is where dreams come true for budding playwrights and it serves as
an incubator of talent.



Tour

The Birds and the Bees
By Mark Crawford
Directed by Lauren Taylor
February 17 - April 4, 2021
Tour

S arah, a turkey farmer, has just left her husband and moved back home to live with
her mom, Gail, a divorcée of twenty years. Gail’s a beekeeper and she has other

things to worry about — like why her honeybees are dropping dead. Gail’s friend and
neighbour, Earl, has been been keeping himself mighty busy with the ladies, but Gail has
just never really got back on that horse…so to speak. And finally, there’s Ben: an athletic
23-year-old Masters student, here to study the collapsing bee colonies. Secretly still a
virgin, he’s about to get a big lesson in pollination…if you know what we mean. Set in
two adjoining bedrooms on a modern Canadian farm, the play tackles sex, love, science,
family, and the artificial insemination of turkeys. The Birds and the Bees is a laugh-out-

loud comedy with brains…and a huge,
honeyed heart.

Why we are touring The Birds and
the Bees
In looking at our season make up for the
Granville Island Stage in 19-20, we knew
that we needed one more comedy – and
The Birds and The Bees fit the bill

wonderfully. Our audiences loved this big hearted, silly, modern, sex farce, where older
characters get to have as much fun as their younger counterparts. With her big heart,
sense of humour and fine attention to detail, Lauren Taylor was the perfect director to
bring this production to life!

Press
"The Birds & the Bees had the Arts Club audience screaming with
laughter and applauding enthusiastically on opening night."
-Vancouver Sun

“Buzzes with delight!.”
- Vancouverscape

“Not to be missed! It feels like being on some kind of comedy roller coaster where
every line, situation, and joke comes faster than the last.”
-Blyth Citizen


